Teaching English as a missionary language: a revised theory for the evangelical use of English language teaching for religious ends. by Mairs, Stephen
University of Wales Trinity Saint David
Teaching English as a Missionary Language: A Revised Theory for the 
















	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	Page	
INTRODUCTION	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 												 1	Introduction	to	the	research	questions	 	 																																																							1	Aim	of	the	research	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 1	The	research	questions	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 1	Selection	of	the	research	topic	 	 	 	 	 	 	 2	Researcher’s	experience	of	TEML	in	the	UK	 	 	 	 	 2	Researcher’s	experience	of	TEML	in	South	Korea	 	 	 	 												 3	The	research	setting		 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 3	
Contested	issues	in	TEML	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 5	Evangelism	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 5	Power		 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 6	Transparency		 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 7	Unqualified	native-speaker	teachers	 	 	 	 	 	 8	
Summary		 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 						 10	Limitations	of	existing	research		 	 	 	 	 	 	 10	The	research	methodology	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 11	Framework	of	the	thesis	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 11	
	
CHAPTER	ONE:	 THE	LITERATURE	REVIEW		 	 	 	 13	Aim	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 13	Introduction	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 13	
Part	One:	The	Spread	of	English	in	the	World		 	 	 	 	 13	The	global	demand	for	English	 	 	 	 	 	 	 14	The	use	of	English	as	a	global	language		 	 	 	 	 	 15	The	commodity	value	of	English		 	 	 	 	 	 	 16	The	linguistic	power	of	English		 	 	 	 	 	 	 17	Inequality					 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 17	Summary	of	research	issues	identified																																							 	 	 18	
Part	Two:	Evangelicalism	and	the	practice	of	TEML					 	 	 19	Evangelicalism		 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 19	Conversionism		 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 22	
Activism		 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 24	Biblicism		 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 28	Crucicentrism		 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 29	Summary	of	research	issues	identified	 	 	 	 	 	 29	
Part	Three:	ELT	Pedagogy	and	the	practice	of	TEML		 	 	 	 30	Linguistic	imperialism		 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 31	Cultural	hegemony		 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 32	Covert	evangelism		 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 33	Missionary	pedagogy		 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 34	Evangelical	responses		 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 35	Vocation		 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 37	Identity		 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 41	Ethical	accountability	and	responsibility		 	 	 	 	 	 42	Summary	of	the	research	issues	identified		 		 	 	 	 46	
Part	Four:	Mission	in	Context	 	 	 	 	 	 	 47	Mission	in	context		 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 47	Contextualization		 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 50	Liberation	Theology	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 52	
missio	Dei	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 53	Summary	of	the	research	issues	identified		 	 	 	 	 56	
Restatement	of	the	research	aims	and	themes		 	 	 	 57	
	
CHAPTER	TWO:		 RESEARCH	METHODS	IN	USE		 	 	 	 60	Aim	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 60	Method	used	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 60	Educational	Research	and	Practical	Theology		 	 	 	 	 60	Educational	Research	Approaches	 	 	 	 	 	 	 61	Normative	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 61	Interpretative		 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 61	Critical		 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 62	Practical	Theology	Approaches	 	 	 	 	 	 	 63	Applied	Theology		 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 63	Praxis-based	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 64	Theological	Theory	of	Action	 	 	 	 	 	 	 64	
Critical	correlation	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 66	Christopraxis		 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 67	Habitus	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 68	Reflection-on	action	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 68	Reflection-in-action	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 69	Research	paradigm		 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 69	Ethical	Statement	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 71	Design	Intentionality	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 72	Case	study	strategy		 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 72	Data	collection	methods		 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 74	Mechanics	of	data	collection	 	 	 	 	 	 	 75	Data	analysis			 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 78	Risks	associated	with	the	research	method	 	 	 	 	 78	Summary	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 81		
CHAPTER	THREE:	 CASE	STUDIES		 	 	 	 	 	 83	The	Research	Situation	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 83	Selection	of	cases	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 84	
Case	Study	No.1:	Adventures	in	English	Camp	(AIE)	at	STU		 	 	 85	Introduction		 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 85	Background		 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 86	Experience	of	volunteer	orientation	and	training	 	 	 	 	 86	Experience	of	the	camp		 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 88	Comparative	analysis	of	teacher	and	student	attitudes	within	the	case	 	 92	Interpretation		 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 					 94	Implications	for	the	research	questions		 	 	 	 					 	 96	
Case	Study	No.	2:	English	teaching	at	STU		 	 	 	 	 97	Introduction		 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 								 97	Background		 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 												 98	Experience		 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 														98	Comparative	analysis	of	teacher	and	student	attitudes		 	 	 													101	Interpretation		 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 													102	Implications	for	the	research	questions		 	 	 	 	 													104	
Case	Study	No.3:	The	KEHC	Missionary	Training	Centre					 	 													105	
Introduction		 	 													105	Background		 	 													106	Experience		 	 													106	Comparative	analysis	of	teacher	and	student	attitudes	within	the	case	 													111	Interpretation	 													112	Implications	for	the	research	questions		 	 													113	
Case	Study	No.4:	The	English	Dormitory	at	STU	 													114	Introduction	 													114	Background		 													115	Experience	of	the	first	semester		 													115	Experience	of	the	second	semester		 													117	Interpretation		 										120	Implications	for	the	research	questions		 													122	
Cross-case	implications	for	the	research	questions					 													123	Pedagogy		 													123	English	Worship	 													123	Native-speaker	teacher	/	Korean	student	relationship			 	 													124	
CHAPTER	FOUR:	DEVELOPING	A	REVISED	EVANGELICAL	 													126	
APPROACH	TO	TEML	Aim	 													126	Key	themes	in	the	practice	of	TEML			 													126	Evangelical	Christianity	and	ELT	 													127	Identity	and	ELT		 													128	Pedagogic	power		 													128	Cultural	hegemony	 													129	Justice		 													129	Religious	use	of	ELT	 													129	Christ	and	culture		 													130	
missio	Dei		 													130	Use	of	Power		 													131	Evangelical	Identity		 													134	Cultural	Awareness		 													136	Mission	and	Evangelism		 													137	
The	role	of	Practical	Theology	in	the	practice	of	TEML			 	 	 													138	An	original	theological	theory	of	action	for	TEML		 	 	 	 													141	Ecclesiological.	TEML	as	witness	v	evangelism	 	 	 	 													142	Diaconological.	TEML	as	servanthood	v	service	 	 	 	 													145	Anthropological.	TEML	as	a	professional	vocation	v	unqualified		 													147	volunteer	activity		The	use	of	the	new	theory	for	the	evangelical	practice	of	TEML	 	 													148	and	its	limitations	 	 	 	 													Areas	for	further	research	 	 	 	 													149	Endpiece		 	 	 	 													150	









































































































































































































Linguistic	imperialism	Phillipson,	in	Linguistic	Imperialism	(1992) ,	addressed	the	question	of	who	benefits	most	from	the	global	demand	for	English.	Recognising	that	a	country’s	language	policy	and	educational	policy	inevitably	reflect	social	pressures	and	government	decisions,	he	discussed	how	‘the	dominance	of	English	causes	structural	and	cultural	inequalities	between	English	and	other	languages’		(Phillipson,	1992:47) .	By	applying	Galtung’s	(1986) 	distinction	between	a	dominant	Centre	and	dominated	Peripheries,	to	the	arena	of	English	language	teaching,	he	raised	the	ethical	issue	for	English	teachers	of	who	gains	and	who	suffers	by	virtue	of	their	teaching.		He	asserted	that,	‘most	of	the	benefits	and	spin-offs	of	this	relationship	accrue	to	the	Centre,	while	the	Periphery	remains	in	a	dependent	situation’	(Phillipson,	1992:57) .	Politically,	he	saw	the	English	language	as	a	threat	to	the	survival	of	many	indigenous	languages	in	terms	of	a	neo-colonial	narrative,	‘whereas	once Britannia	ruled	the	waves,	now	it	is	English	which	rules	them’	(Phillipson,	1992:1).	At	the	level	of	individual	English	teachers,	he	concluded	that	even	if	they	were	unaware	of	their	role	as	agents	of	linguistic	and	cultural	imperialism,	they	remained	morally	accountable	for	the	oppressive	as	well	as	the	liberating	effects	of	the	use	of	English	in	the	world.	This	correlates	with	Pennycook’s	(1994)	view	that	individuals	are	constrained	by	social,	historical,	cultural	and	political	relationships,	and	challenges	the	dominant	discourse	that	English	is	always	neutral,	natural	and	beneficial.	For	example,	the	high	commodity	value	of	English,	especially	in	government	and	education,	primarily	serves	the	political	and	commercial	interests	of	powerful	Western	countries	like	the	USA	and	the	UK.	


























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Missions	Quarterly.		NOLL,	M.A.	1994.	The	Scandal	of	the	Evangelical	Mind.	Grand	Rapids:	Eerdmans.	NRSV.	2007.	New	Revised	Standard	Version	Bible	Anglicized	Edition.	London:	HarperCollins.	NUNAN,	D.	2001.	English	as	a	Global	Language.	TESOL	Quarterly,	35(4),	pp.	605-606.PACKER,	 J.I.	 2000.	Maintaining	 Evangelical	 Theology.	 In:	 J.G.J.	 STACKHOUSE,	 ed,	
































































































Missiology.	Finland:	Abo	Akademi	University	Press.		PIPER,	J.	1993.	Let	the	Nations	be	Glad.	Leicester:	IVP.		PITTS,	J.	2013.	Principalities	and	Powers.	Oregon:	Pickwick.		PLANT,	S.	2004.	Bonhoeffer.	London;	New	York:	Continuum.		PRIDE, J.B. and	HOLMES,	J. 1972.	eds,	Sociolinguistics.	London:	Penguin.	PURGUSON,	K.	2004.	A	Clearer	Picture	of	the	'Servants	of	the	Lord'.	TESOL	
Quarterly,	38	(4),	pp.	711-713.		REISSMAN,	C.K.	2004.	Narrative	Analysis.	In:	M.S.	LEWIS-BECK	and	A.	BRYMAN,	eds,	The	Sage	Encyclopaedia	of	Social	Science	Research	Methods.	Thousand	Oaks:	Sage.	REUSCHLING,	W.	C.	2008.	Reviving	Evangelical	Ethics.	Grand	Rapids:	Brazos	Press.	RICHARDS,	J.C.	and	ROGERS,	T.S.	1986.	Approaches	and	Methods	in	Language	
Teaching.	New	York:	Cambridge	University	Press.		RICHARDS,	J.C.	and	NUNAN,	D.	1990.	Second	Language	Teacher	Education.	Cambridge:	Cambridge	University	Press.		RICHARDS,	K.	2003.	Qualitative	Inquiry	in	TESOL.	Basingstoke:	Palgrave	Macmillan.	ROBERTS,	R.H.	2005.	Theology	and	the	Social	Sciences.	In:	D.F.	FORD	and	R.	MUERS,	eds,	The	Modern	Theologians:	an	Introduction	to	Christian	Theology	Since	
1918.	3	edn.	Oxford:	Blackwell,	pp.	370-388.		SAID,	E.	1995.	Orientalism.	Harmondsworth:	Penguin.	SAID,	E.	1989.	Translating	the	Message:	The	Missionary	Impact	on	Culture.	Maryknoll:	Orbis.		SAMUEL,	V.	and	SUGDEN,	C.	1999.	Mission	as	Transformation:	A	Theology	of	the	
Whole	Gospel.	Oxford:	Regnum	Books	International.		SANNEH,	L.	2003.	Whose	Religion	is	Christianity?	The	Gospel	Beyond	the	West.	Grand	Rapids:	Eerdmans.		
		
	 170	
SCHWARZ,	N.	2003.	Cross	Cultural	Survey	Methods:	Cultural	Sensitive	Context	Effects.	In	HARKNESS,	J.,VAN	VIJVER,	F.	and	MOHLER,	P.	Cross	Cultural	Research	
Methods.	Hoboker:	Wiley	and	Sons.	2003.	pp.	93-100.	SCHWEITZER,	F.	and	VAN	DER	VEN,	J.A.	1999.	Practical	Theology:	International	
Perspectives.	Frankfurt	am	Main;	New	York:	P.	Lang.		SEAMAN,	A.	2013.	Passport	to	Adventure:	Wonder,	Imagine,	Discover,	and	Explore	
Levels.	Colorado	Springs:	Purposeful	Design	Press.	SEIDMAN,	I.E.	2013.	Interviewing	as	Qualitative	Research:	A	Guide	for	Researchers	
in	Education	and	the	Social	Sciences.	Fourth	edn.	New	York:	Teachers	College	Press.		SHENK,	W.R.	2003.	After	Bosch:	Toward	a	Fresh	Interpretation	of	the	Church	in	the	World	of	East	Asia	in	the	Twenty-First	Century.	Mission	Focus,	11(Supplement),	pp.	8-21.		SHORTER,	A.	1994.	Evangelization	and	Culture.	London:	G.	Chapman.		SILVERMAN,	D.	2010.	Qualitative	Research:	Theory,	Method	and	Practice.	3	edn.	London:	Sage.		SMITH,	D.	2000.	Faith	and	Method	in	Foreign	Language	Pedagogy.	Journal	of	
Christianity	and	Foreign	Languages,	1(1),	pp.	7-25.		STACKHOUSE,	J.G.Jr.	2002.	Humble	Apologetics.	New	York:	Oxford	University	Press.		STOTT,	J.	1975.	Christian	Mission	in	the	Modern	World.	Downers	Grove:	IVP.		STREVENS,	P.	1977.	New	Orientations	in	the	Teaching	of	English.	Oxford:	Oxford	University	Press.		STRINATI,	D.	1995.	An	Introduction	to	Theories	of	Popular	Culture.	London:	Routledge.	SWANBORN,	P.	2010.	Case	Study	Research:	What,	Why	and	How?	London:	Sage.		SWINTON,	J.	and	MOWAT,	H.	2006.	Practical	Theology	and	Qualitative	Research.	Kindle	edn.	Saint	Albans:	SCM	Press.		TANNER,	K.	1997.	Theories	of	Culture:	A	New	Agenda	for	Theology.	Minneapolis:	Fortress	Press.		TAYLOR,	J.	2004.	An	Introduction	to	Postconservative	Evangelicalism	and	the	Rest	of	this	Book.	In:	M.	ERICKSON	,	P.	HELSETH	and	J.	TAYLOR,	eds,	Reclaiming	the	
Center.	Wheaton,	IL:	Crossway,	pp.	17-32.		THE	ALLIANCE	OF	CONFESSING	EVANGELICALS,	April,	1996-last	update,	The	Cambridge	Declaration	[Homepage	of	Alliance	of	Confessing	Evangelicals,	Inc],	[Online].	Available:	
171	
http://www.alliancenet.org/cc/article/0,,PTID307086_CHID798774_CIID1411364,00.html	[July/5,	2014].		THE	EVANGELICAL	ALLIANCE,	2008.	The	Atonement	Debate.	Grand	Rapids:	Zondervan.	THE	LAUSANNE	MOVEMENT,	1982,	LOP	21:	Evangelism	and	Social	Responsibility:	
An	Evangelical Commitment	[Homepage	of	The	Lausanne	Movement],	[Online].	Available:	http://www.lausanne.org/en/connect/regions/europe.html?id=79	[2014,	July/5].	TOMLINSON,	D.	2003.	The	Post-Evangelical.	Grand	Rapids:	Zondervan.	THOMPSON,	J.	1994.	Modern	Trinitarian	Perspectives.	Oxford:	Oxford	University	Press.	TRACEY,	D.	1981.	The	Analogical	Imagination:	Christian	Theology	and	the	Culture	of	
Pluralism.	New	York:	Crossroad.		US	CENTER	FOR	WORLD	MISSION,	2014-last	update,	Joshua	Project	[Homepage	of	US	Center	for	World	Mission],	[Online].	Available:	http://joshuaproject.net/	[July/5,	2014].		VAN	DER	VEN,	J.	A.	and	SCHULTZ,	B.	1993.	Practical	Theology:	An	Empirical	
Approach.	Kampen,	The	Netherlands:	Kok	Pharos.		VAN	REHEENEN,	G.	1996.	Missions:	Biblical	Foundations	and	Contemporary	
Strategies.	Grand	Rapids:	Zondervan.		WEBER,	T.	1984.	Evangelism.	In:	W.	ELWELL,	ed,	Evangelical	Dictionary	of	
Theology.	Grand	Rapids:	Baker,	pp.	382-384	WEBBER,	R.E.	2002.	The	Younger	Evangelicals:	Facing	the	Challenges	of	the	New	
World.	Grand	Rapids:	Baker.		WENGER,	E.	1998.	Communities	of	Practice:	Learning,	Meaning	and	Identity.	Cambridge:	Cambridge	University	Press.		WIDDOWSON,	H.G.	1990.	Aspects	of	Language	Teaching.	Oxford:	Oxford	University	Press.		WILLIAMS,	R.	1989.	Resources	of	Hope.	London:	Verso.	WINTER,	R.	and	KOCH,	B.	1999.	Finishing	the	Task.	International	journal	of	
Frontier	Missions,	16(2),	pp.	67-76.		WITHERINGTON,	B.	2005.	The	Problem	with	Evangelical	Theology:	Testing	the	
Exegetical	Foundations	of	Calvinism,	Dispensationalism	and	Wesleyanism.	Waco:	Baylor	University	Press.	
172	
WONG,	M.S.	2014	The	History	Nature	and	Future	of	Faith-Informed	Research	in	English	Language	Teaching.	International	Journal	of	Christianity	and	English	
Language	Teaching,	1,	pp.	6-23.	WONG,	M.	and	WU,	S.	2013.	Forever	Changed:	Emerging	TESOL	Educators	Cultural	Learning	and	Spiritual	Formation.	In:	M.	WONG,	C.	KRISTJÁNSSON	and	Z.	DÖRNYEI,	eds,	Christian	faith	and	English	language	teaching	and	learning:	Research	
on	th	,	e	interrelationship	of	Religion	and	ELT.	New	York:	Routledge,	pp.	64-85.		WOODWARD,	M.	2001.	Teaching	English	as	a	Tool	of	Evangelism.	Journal	of	Applied	
Missiology,	4(1).	WRIGHT,	C.J.H.	2010.	The	Mission	of	God’s	People.	Grand	Rapids:	Zondervan.	WRIGHT,	N.T.	2007.	Surprised	by	Hope.	London:	SPCK.		WRIGHT,	N.T.	1991.	How	Can	the	Bible	be	Authoritative?	Vox	Evangelica,	21,	pp.	7-32.		YEOMAN,	B.	2002.	The	Stealth	Crusade	[Homepage	of	Motherjones.com],	[Online].	Available:	http://www.motherjones.com/politics/2002/05/stealth-crusade	[July/30,	2014].	YODER,	J.H.	1984.	The	Priestly	Kingdom:	Social	Ethics	as	Gospel.	Notre	Dame:	University	of	Notre	Dame	Press.		
